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Record of Service – Rev Rod Dyson 

I was born in Adelaide, but my family moved to Port Augusta when I was a few months old. They were 

actively involved in the Methodist Church there and I attended church, Sunday School, Order of Knights and 

Christian Endeavour. It was a time when churches were flourishing, and Sunday schools were huge. The 

church at the time was formal but one day, in Sunday School, I found myself totally enveloped in the most 

perfect love, a love that I had not experienced before. Indeed, I didn’t really know what had happened until 

years later. That such love would be poured out showed me a lot about the character of God.   

Like many country kids I moved to Adelaide for further education and boarded at Lincoln College and 

elsewhere during the four years of an Agricultural Science degree. Upon graduation I moved to Melbourne to 

take up a position as an Agricultural Research Economist. I knew nobody in Melbourne and wrote to the 

local church at Armidale looking for accommodation. After some time, I received a letter from Irene 

Cleverdon. She was in her 90s at the time but took me in, sight unseen, because it was what Christians did. 

She was an extraordinary woman, and it was through her that I began the path to becoming a Christian.  

I became involved in Beach Missions at Lorne and moved in with a Christian couple in what was a small 

Christian community.  

I was quickly promoted as an agricultural scientist and achieved a lot of life goals. I found these to be empty 

and it was this that sent me searching to God. I committed my life to Jesus and was then confronted with a 

decision that would have compromised my integrity in the workplace. I refused to comply and enrolled in a 

Masters Degree in Agricultural Science at Adelaide University. During this I became very unsettled and 

sensed a call to ordained ministry.  

After one year I sensed a call, partly through the Rev Dr Rodger Bassham, to go to Tonga and work with the 

Free Wesleyan Church of Tonga. I was appointed as the Principal of the Hango Agricultural College on the 

Island of ‘Eua for three years (1982-1984).  The college needed to be completely rebuilt and this presented 

many challenges. This was a time of great growth and I really valued working in another culture.  

At the end of 1984 I returned to Adelaide to complete my theological studies. I became involved in beach 

missions at Christies Beach, initially as a summer program, but then all throughout the year.  

I was ordained in 1988 and commenced a five year placement at Blackwood Uniting Church in 1989. This 

was a large thriving church with a large staff team, and it continued to grow while I was there.  

I was then called into the Partnerships and Justice position in the SA Synod. It was a delight to work with 

migrant-ethnic people, with Frontier Services and with some overseas churches that were in partnership with 

the Uniting Church in Australia. 
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With the conclusion of this role, God called me to Dernancourt Uniting Church, and I began there in 1997. I 

had some significant personal hardship at Dernancourt and the church there cared for me wonderfully. 

During my time there I married Elizabeth (nee Armstrong). It was at Dernancourt that I began ministry as a 

supervisor – as a Period of Discernment mentor, in Supervised Field Placement and of other ministers.  

After six years God gave me a ‘vision’ which called me to Westbourne Park Uniting Church. This was a multi 

service church with a staff team and we had eight years of ministry there. During this time, I was called to the 

role of Moderator and served as Moderator for the years 2007-2010. I began 0.5 and then moved to 0.75. 

Rev Judi Hartwig took on the remaining time at Westbourne Park.  As Moderator I initially felt completely 

unqualified but always felt uplifted by the prayers of the church. 

I took the theme of Serving the World for the Sake of Christ. As a Minister of the Word, I always felt that my 

call was to the world, and especially to those who had been impacted by the brokenness of the world.  

At Westbourne Park I continued as a supervisor and continued training as a supervisor with the Uniting 

Church Assembly in an intensive in Melbourne. I continued to supervise ministers in South Australia and 

became involved in training other supervisors. 

After Westbourne Park and being Moderator, I was appointed to the role of Executive Officer of Mission 

Resourcing. This was an extraordinary staff team of 17 that resourced the wider Synod. 

After two years I could no longer resist a call to Adelaide West Uniting Church. I served there until I was 65. 

Adelaide West was a larger church and more particularly included the widest theological diversity of any 

church that I had served in. This was challenging and after five years I decided that it was time to go part 

time. My wife, Elizabeth, was ordained as Deacon at Adelaide West and continued working as a chaplain 

with the Adelaide Community Health Alliance.  

After a few months as part of a team in Pastoral Relations, I was appointed to Seeds Uniting Church, in a 0.5 

placement. This was a bit of a surprise because I expected to be appointed to a small urban congregation or 

a near rural one. This was a very rich placement where my ministry was strongly affirmed and valued.  

In April 2022, I retired from ministry in a placement. I am continuing to supervise other ministers and am 

undertaking a Graduate Diploma in Professional Pastoral Supervision.  

In addition, I have become involved in Building a Discipleship Culture (BDC), a process that comes out of 

Victoria. Part of this is reading the Bible with people who do not yet know Jesus. The understanding is that 

through the scriptures and the Holy Spirit everyone can hear from God. I am coaching a BDC cluster at 

Seeds Uniting Church and a Baptist Church in Sydney.  

My Christian journey has included many difficult times, but I have been buoyed by a great God who has 

loved me beyond measure and through whom nothing seems impossible. I have ‘retired’ but, like Irene 

Cleverdon from the beginning of my faith journey, ministry will continue for as long as I am able and will 

continue to be richly rewarding. Along the way the Body of Christ has encouraged, affirmed and challenged 

me. I have worked with many wonderful people and cannot imagine life any other way.  


