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Record of Service – Pastor Brian Tugwell 

The moment I was born, in 1939, my Great-Great-Grandfather visited me in the S.C.D. Hospital, Victor 

Harbor and told my Mother that this boy be given the Tugwell family Bible.  But it took 18 years before I 

valued it.  It was at this time that I began going to the Methodist Youth Fellowship.  Which in turn led me to 

the Inman Valley Methodist Church.  The congregation quickly told me that my Great-Grandfather was the 

first Sunday School Superintendent, and is buried, with his family, alongside the Church in the cemetery. 

In 1959, I went to the Billy Graham Crusade in Adelaide, and I received Jesus Christ as my Saviour and 

Lord.  

The journey had begun. I received a call, from God, to preach and it has continued to this present time. But I 

needed to be accredited, so over many trips to the Manse and re-doing some subjects, I finally was 

presented with my certificate in 1973. 

By this time, I was married to my wife, Raylene and we had a young family.  Being involved with our local 

Church family at Range Road, Parawa, as an Elder, SS teacher and Superintendent, plus other roles as 

well. 

I was happy and enjoying being a Christian.  But one evening in 1989 was going to change my life. Raylene 

and I had been to Adelaide to an Ordination service which was challenging, so much that on the way home, 

“my heart was strangely warm” Luke 24:32. 

I believe the Lord was calling me to Ministry. My reaction was no!  My Minister, Rev Ivan Goss, thought 

otherwise. I needed to do some training. Through the valued assistance from Revs David Houston and Vern 

Cracknell, I became a home student with lots of study to do - for four years then a final year at Parkin Wesley 

College as a R.H. White scholar. My training was also hands on. The Yankalilla Parish were very supportive 

of my Christian journey. 

Upon Rev Goss retiring, an opportunity arose for me to commence Ministry in the Yankalilla Parish. I was 

commissioned as a Lay Pastor at that time. I spent 13 months before moving on. 1996 – Naracoorte, 1997 – 

Lucindale, 1999 – Mt. Gambier, Victor Harbor, Bordertown. 

2000 – Riverton, Ardrossan {for 7 years}.  I had hoped that I could slow down!  We had bought a home in 

Mt Barker and shifted there in 2007. I was asked to preach at Lobethal Uniting which in turn led to my being 

asked to be their Pastor.  After 14½ years I gave notice of my retirement on 30 June, 2022 after 30 years of 

ministry. 

Ministry doesn’t end with retirement - there are congregations that are crying out for preachers! I still go to 

six other places besides Lobethal. My wife, Raylene has stood by my side from day one. We have made 

many friends in our walk with the Lord and I know He will bless us during our retirement.    


