[image: ]‘Worship at home’
January 3rd 2021

[image: ]As you prepare yourself for worship, bring with you two pieces of paper and a pen/pencil. 
Today is the first Sunday of the New year,
and this week is the Feast of Epiphany.
We celebrate the presence of Christ, light of the world, with us as the light of God’s love shines upon us and all people. Light your Advent wreath one last time, or a candle, to remind you of this light 
which assures you of God’s presence and love.

John 1:1-5

In the beginning the Word already existed; the Word was with God, and the Word was God. From the very beginning the Word was with God. Through him God made all things; not one thing in all creation was made without him. The Word was the source of life, and this life brought light to people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has never put it out. 	    Good News Bible


Our lives consist of both light and darkness. In fact, light cannot exist without darkness. For many, 2020 has seemed to be a dark year of struggle. Yet, looking back, on this first Sunday in the New Year, you might recall moments of great light. For most of us, 2020 has held times of joy and times of sorrow, times of challenge and times of blessing.

Reflect on the year that has been. 
You might like to write on one of your pieces of paper some of your struggles and sorrows and regrets. 
Pray over each one, asking God to work in that situation. 
Then tear up your piece of paper and deliberately 
scatter the torn shreds in a rubbish bin. In throwing away 
that which you would choose to leave behind, 
you can move into a new year freed from them.		1
On your second piece of paper, write some of the things 
you have been thankful for over the past year. 
Give thanks for each one, with a sense of gratitude 
for these opportunities. 

Take some time to think about the coming year. 
Write your hopes and dreams for this year. 
Amidst the uncertainty, what can you find to look forward to? 

[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]Bring these before God in prayerful expectation and open yourself to the Source of all life who brings light and love.  
Place your piece of paper in a prominent place, by your bed or on your fridge, and continue to give thanks to God and pray for the Spirit of God to work to bring your hopes to fulfillment, even in surprising and perhaps unexpected ways.

Prayer
[image: Download Diwali Free Png Image HQ PNG Image in different resolution |  FreePNGImg]Loving God, as we stand at the beginning of this new year we each have our hopes and expectations for the year that is ahead of us— but you alone know what it holds for us, and only you can give us the strength and the wisdom we will need to meet its challenges. So help us to humbly trust you, and to seek your way for our lives whatever our future holds, that your kingdom come and your will be done. Amen

All the darkness in the world 
cannot extinguish the light of a single candle. 
- St Francis Of Assisi

Although we may feel we are in times of darkness and sorrow, it is sometimes in the darkness, rather than the light, that we come to know ourselves, and God, more fully. It is sometimes in the darkness that we find the loving hands of God wrapped around us. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has never put it out. It is interesting to ponder that darkness only exists because of the shadow made by light. Daytime and night-time follow each other, the sun and the moon are complementary, [image: ]and we can find our way using only the stars in the night. It is sometimes in the darkness that we find our greatest growth, our deepest transformation. Darkness is not always negative, and rather than resist the darkness, sometimes we can focus on the flickering glow or single star that calls us onwards to hope and the promise of the glory of God.

John 1:6-18

[image: ]God sent his messenger, a man named John, who came to tell people about the light, so that all should hear the message and believe. He himself was not the light; he came to tell about the light. This was the real light - the light that comes into the world and shines on all people. The Word was in the world, and though God made the world through him, yet the world did not recognise him. He came to his own country, but his own people did not receive him. Some, however, did receive him and believed in him; so he gave them the right to become God's children. They did not become God's children by natural means, that is, by being born as the children of a human father; God himself was their Father. The Word became a human being and, full of grace and truth, lived among us. We saw his glory, the glory which he received as the Father's only Son. John spoke about him. He cried out, "This is the one I was talking about when I said, "He comes after me, but he is greater than I am, because he existed before I was born.' " Out of the fullness of his grace he has blessed us all, giving us one blessing after another. God gave the Law through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. The only Son, who is the same as God and is at the Father's side, he has made him known. 	     Good News Bible

3
[image: ]This week, January 6th ends the season of the twelve days of Christmas, with Epiphany. Epiphany comes from a Greek word meaning “to make known”, “to reveal” or “appear”. It often refers to something that unexpectedly takes us by surprise, and is commonly associated with the story of the magi, who found the Christ child not in the palace in Jerusalem as they might have expected, but as an ordinary boy born to ordinary parents. God was revealed in our world, in Jesus Christ, a vulnerable baby in a manger. The Word became a human being and, full of grace and truth, lived among us.

John’s role was to testify to the coming light of Christ. We too have a role to share the good news of Christmas, and the ways in which God is revealed in our world. When we offer a helping hand, phone a friend who is struggling, share with those who are hungry, and stand beside those who are suffering … we may be a flicker of light in the darkness of their life.

[image: ]As we move into a new year, we long for an end to the darkness we see around us. 2020 has been a difficult year for many, and we are unsure how things might change in 2021. Pray for those who are struggling, that they might find hope and light in their darkness. Pray that you might shine the light of love and hope for others, showing them God’s grace and glory.

It is often in the darkest skies that we see the brightest stars. 
– Richard Evans
Closing

Let us look for Christ wherever we go. 
Let us never stop seeking,
believing that there is a light that shines in the darkness 
which the darkness shall not overcome.

And may the love of the Creator, the joy of the Spirit
and the peace of the Christ-child be with you this New Year, 
and evermore. 		~ by Cara Heafey, UK. Posted on Worship Words 
at http://worshipwords.co.uk/new-year-blessing-cara-heafey-uk/ 4 
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