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NOTE F RO M  T H E  E D I TO R

The Synod Staff members have been encouraged to work 
from home since the end of March. In the midst of the country 
preparing for a lockdown, we printed the April/May edition of 
New Times under a tight deadline. When the distribution of New 
Times was questioned we made the editorial decision to go 
ahead with the print, trusting that many would find refreshment 
and hope in reading a hard copy of the publication during this 
period of isolation. So we encouraged distribution in creative and 
safe ways. 

Then I received an anonymous call. The lady refused to provide 
her name and asked: “Will there be no more New Times ?” I detected 
a hint of worry and hesitation in her question, and explained that 
New Times will continue as usual and that the team was currently 
preparing for the next edition. I was keen to know more about the 
source of the question, but she quickly thanked me and ended the 
call, as if she was in haste.

I have pondered this anonymous call for a long time.
While no one knows what the future holds after COVID-19, one 

thing I am certain of is that we will continue to see changes that 
will likely bring a new version of normality. What will be the ‘new 
normal’ for the church, and for New Times which has been so dear to 
me for the last five years? I take comfort from the scripture: “Trust 
in the Lord and lean not on your own understanding” (Proverbs 3:5).

“Change is the only constant”, they say. The SA Synod 
Communications and Events Team will soon be re-established as 
the ‘Engagement Ministry Centre’, which will decide on the direction 
but continue with the publication of New Times . A new Executive 
Officer, Engagement will likely be introduced in the next edition of 
New Times and I am looking forward to a new working relationship.

New Times in these new times

Right: Win embraces new technology 
by exploring Facebook avatars.

Above: The Corner Uniting Church took the recommendation to find creative ways of distributing  New Times to their members quite seriously. The magazine 
was handed out along with Easter Resource boxes in a drive-through-and-collect manner.

Finally, I would like to especially thank New Times Editor, 
Petronella Lowies, for her tireless efforts during the last two years. 
She has implemented changes, pushed boundaries and explored 
several new segments. She diligently made sure that deadlines 
were met and was my go-to person when I needed feedback or 
input. She has been incredibly understanding and supportive to the 
whole team in many ways. With much gratitude, the Synod and I 
send Petronella our best wishes for her future endeavours. 

Winaya (Kamaputri) Whitson
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A learning experience for us all

MESSAGE F RO M  T H E  M O D E R ATO R

When I wrote my last New Times article in early March, we were 
focused as a church on the aftermath of bushfires and the ongoing 
recovery efforts, as well as our preparations for Easter. 

The significance of COVID-19 and its potential ramifications for  
our society and church were only just beginning to be contemplated. 
In a couple of weeks everything changed, with the virus rapidly 
becoming the focus of our community.

As congregations, organisations and structures of the Uniting 
Church, we have undertaken rapid and massive changes in a way 
that many would have thought we were not capable of doing.

I am amazed and heartened by the innovative and creative 
ways in which we as a church have been able to continue worship 
services, pastoral care and emergency relief in difficult and changing 
circumstances. There has been much hard work undertaken by 
many: whether it be in recording worship for online participation, 
distributing paper resources, additional pastoral contacts or 
providing help and provisions for those in need. All this has 
happened when many of our most active volunteers are staying 
at home due to their own vulnerability. Personally, it has been 
uplifting to join in many different worship services in a variety of 
formats over the past two months. I had not previously considered 
connecting across the Synod (and beyond) in multiple services of 
worship and discussions on the same Sunday.

It has certainly been a learning experience for us all. In the 
last two months I have recorded an Anzac Day video message in 
advance, with only two of us on camera and appropriate physical 
distancing. For me it was meaningful to be presenting an Anzac 
message in Peace Park with the cross and St Peter’s Cathedral in 
the background.

Prior to worship centres closing, I was booked to attend some 
worship services. This has brought about other learning experiences 
as I talk about myself and preach into a computer screen while 
sitting in my study, ready to be edited by the local Minister or Pastor 
and included in the worship service being prepared for the following 
Sunday. Like for many of you, participating in Zoom worship and 
discussion from home has become “normal”.

I was privileged to be invited to present the Easter Sunday 
message on 1079Life, something that wouldn’t happen in normal 
circumstances. The presenter said it would take her longer to clean 
the studio before I came and after I left than it would take to do the 
programme. It is interesting how our priorities have changed but 
there is still the great desire to get God’s message across.

Rev Robyn Kidd and Bronte Wilson recorded an ANZAC Day video message 
at Peace Park in the Adelaide CBD during lockdown, while maintaining the 
appropriate ‘social distancing’ regulations. Photo: Winaya Kamaputri

It is interesting how our priorities have changed 
but there is still the great desire to get God’s 
message across.

As Moderator of the Uniting Church in SA in new circumstances, 
I feel even more the need to connect in meaningful ways. 
Using Microsoft Teams, Zoom and Google Meet as well as the 
mobile phone, I am able to continue formal meetings, significant 
conversations and catch-ups from home. We are all learning to be 
more flexible and intentional around our connections, and I suspect 
we are learning new strategies and priorities which will take us into 
the future. Our next challenge is how we can build on what we are 
learning from these times to strengthen and grow as a church. 

Blessings as you continue to maintain connections and support, 
as well as encourage one another. 

Bronte Wilson
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Many people in South Australia will remember the work of Thomas 
Bandy. Some of you may well have attended his seminars, studied 
his writings and implemented his strategies. “Trapped in unhealthy 
environments, traditions and institutions”, Bandy introduced us  
to the ‘midwife’ (along with other coaching metaphors) to release 
leaders, birthing their potential to equip the church for a  
changing time. 

There have been many such waves of thought in the history of 
the church, markers that have indicated turning points, responses 
to the Spirit of God, calling the church to be agile, innovative and 
courageous in our response to the gospel. 

We have begun to think and talk about the opportunities that 
COVID-19 offers the church. Winston Churchill posited the now 
infamous saying – ‘never waste a good crisis’. We know that many 
of our congregations have done five years of hard work in the past 
few weeks. The months in front of us are fertile ground for mission, 
for growing disciples, for revival and making meaning. It’s a perfect 
environment in which to do some strategic planning, to think 
laterally and innovatively, purposefully shaping what the church is 
going to look like.

The Moderator and I recently facilitated a series of conversations 
with Ministers and Pastors to help get us started. While pastoral 
conversations, opportunities to share our stories, to lament the 
loss of life and the cost of physical distancing are important and are 
happening around the Synod, these conversations were different. 
Together we began to explore what the church has learnt about 
itself in the last few weeks. 

Biblical themes of wilderness, providence and the presence of 
God and finding peace emerged. The monastic traditions around 
prayer, the essential characteristics of being a congregation, 
dreaming together about place and where God has positioned 
us at this time, helped shape our conversations. Ashlee Littleford 

encouraged us to reflect on the many occasions when Jesus spoke 
to people – in one-on-one conversations, in small groups, large 
groups and in a crowd. How would Jesus be nurturing faith, what 
would he be seeking to teach us, what message of hope might 
Jesus share with the gathering crowd?

Historians will tell us that it is in times such as this that radical 
change happens, that the church has been revitalised and renewed. 
Significantly, all three conversations named the need for clarity 
and understanding about who we are and our purpose for being. 
There was encouragement to re-engage with the strategic planning 
process after a short (COVID-19 crisis) interruption in the timeline. 
Great stories of the church at its best were shared.

Somewhat tentatively, held by God’s call on our lives, formed by 
the gospel of Jesus Christ – Sean Gilbert’s beautiful imagery, ‘we 
look to God and God gazes on us’ comes to mind - What are the key 
questions we need to be asking? 

Rev Felicity Amery

Radical change. Key questions. 

MESSAGE F RO M  T H E  G E N E R A L  S EC R ETA RY

The Synod's Secretariat team met in the city's parklands for an in-person catch-up, 
keeping an appropriate physical distance from one another. Photo: Winaya Kamaputri

We know that many of our congregations have 
done five years of hard work in the past few 
weeks. The months in front of us are fertile 
ground for mission, for growing disciples, for 
revival and making meaning.
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Uniting Church in Australia President Dr Deidre Palmer has 
announced that her 2020 President’s Conference will go ahead in 
Adelaide from 2-5 October, as originally scheduled.

“We are looking at online options, and a variety of ways of 
connecting with live-streaming, pre-recorded interviews, and 
Adelaide-based panels, to which people can connect around the 
country,” said Deidre. “I am optimistic that by then there will be 
options for us to gather in smaller groups, face-to-face. We will 
work according to any of the safety measures that the Government 
and health professionals have put in place.”

The theme of the Conference is ‘Called by God’. It will focus on 
living our Christian vocation in our daily life and one of the Uniting 
Church’s key foundations, ‘every member ministry’.

“We will explore expressions of this vocation through ministry 
in local congregations, faith communities, agencies, schools, 
chaplaincy and people’s faithful discipleship and service in their 
workplaces, communities and relationships,” added Deidre.

All our lives have been impacted in some way by COVID-19. Even 
if our personal health has not been affected, it is likely our work 
situation or our way of life has changed. But we are the lucky ones. 
The lockdowns have brought hunger and loss of livelihoods to the 
poorest in the world. It has put every one of our partner church 
communities across Asia, Africa and the Pacific into crisis mode –  
all at the same time.

The United Nations estimates half a billion people will be 
plunged back into poverty as a result of the economic impact of 
the pandemic. As the Uniting Church in Australia we have worked 
shoulder to shoulder with our regional partners for decades, fighting 
systemic poverty and making the good news of God real in people’s 
lives. Today more than ever, our regional partners need us to stand 
with them.

There are some major changes in the 
Uniting Aboriginal and Islander Christian 
Congress (UAICC) national leadership.  
Rev Mark Kickett of the South Australian 
UAICC has been appointed as Interim 
Chairperson of the UAICC National 
Executive until the next Congress National 
Conference in April 2021. 

This follows the resignation of  
Rev Garry Dronfield as the National 
President of the UAICC National Executive 

“The Conference will encourage participants in their Christian 
discipleship, and invite them to reflect on their current journey of 
faith, discerning the call of God and where God might be leading 
them. There is a great line-up of speakers, including Dr Victoria 
Lorrimar and Rev Dr Ockert Meyer, who will lead us in Bible studies.”

She continued: “As we all reflect on our respective changed 
circumstances due to the COVID-19 pandemic and its implications 
for our life in Australia and globally, I think this is a very timely 
discussion to have as a Church.”

The Conference is open to all members of the Uniting Church.
'Called by God' is Dr Palmer’s second national conference in her 

triennium as President. The first conference titled 'For the Whole 
Creation' was held in Nadi, Fiji in July 2019.

To express your interest in registering for the conference, please 
contact Neryl McCallum, Executive Assistant to the President,  
at NerylM@nat.uca.org.au. 

Please continue praying for those facing devastating hunger and 
poverty.  If at all possible, please give generously to UnitingWorld, 
which acts on our behalf to provide food, hygiene and infection 
control information where it is needed most. UnitingWorld is also 
helping to prevent violence towards women and children (which 
escalates in times of trauma) as well as supporting church leaders 
with resources to preach and pastor wisely.

Christ’s call for us to care for the most vulnerable is clear. For 
more information on UnitingWorld, their projects and their partners, 
and to find out how you can help, go to: unitingworld.org.au, or 
contact the Synod Office on 8236 4200 and we’ll help you to get in 
touch with them. 

which he tendered to the Assembly 
Standing Committee at the end of April. 

On behalf of the National Executive, 
Mark thanked Garry for his commitment to 
Congress over the past two and a half years 
as President, and as Deputy Chairperson 
from 2015 to 2018.

“We wish Garry God’s blessing in his 
journey ahead. We look forward to his 
ongoing engagement in whatever capacity 
God leads him”, Mark said.

Garry has given extended notice to 
allow for a hand-over of his ongoing 
commitments to the National Executive.

“It has been a privilege for me to work 
within the National Executive Committee 
and with the wider UAICC family, and it has 
taught me to value people’s stories and to 
acknowledge that we each have our own 
story,” he said. “May God continue to bless 
the work of UAICC, from our national body 
to the grassroots communities.” 

2020 President’s Conference: Called by God

South Australian leadership for national UAICC

Support for UnitingWorld needed now more than ever before
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N EWS  SNIPPETS

Several changes are afoot for the traditional Synod-organised, 
state-wide youth ministry events such as Live Life Loud and SA 
Youth Camp Out (SAYCO). 

“Our State youth events have lost momentum over the last 
10 years,” says Tim Littleford, the SA Synod’s Intergenerational 
Discipleship Developer for Youth and Young Adults. “They are at the 
point now where the practical, financial and relational viability needs 
to be assessed. We need to rethink the way in which we collaborate 
as youth ministries across the Synod going forward, including taking 
into account the new level of collaboration with the Presbyteries. 
We need to think about what will strengthen grass-roots youth 
ministry in the future.”

All 2020 Live Life Loud (LLL) activities were cancelled due to 
COVID-19 restrictions. From 2021 LLL will no longer function as one 
event in many locations, but as a family of events occurring over 
the course of Term 2 (generally end of April until beginning of July). 
These events will still be promoted and resourced by the Synod’s 
Intergen Team, but local churches will be given more creativity to 
work together to contextualise the key objectives of LLL in and for 
their communities. 

Unfortunately, SAYCO has reached its conclusion as an event in 
the life of the UCA in SA and will not be run again. A State Youth 
Ministry Development Team is currently being built and part of the 
team’s responsibilities will be to look at what collaborative events, 
if any, are needed to develop Gospel ministry to teenagers across 
South Australia.

Tim concludes: “We understand SAYCO has played a huge part 
in the faith journey of many people. Many young people met Jesus 
for the first time at a SAYCO! We thank God for the blessing it has 
been to our church, but it's time to look at how we resource youth 
ministry for a new generation.”

UCA SA Moderator Bronte Wilson recently 
signed an open letter to the Prime Minister 
Scott Morrison titled Nobody Left Behind: 
Ensuring people seeking asylum, refugees 
and other vulnerable groups are included in 
COVID-19 responses. 

One of the groups particularly vulnerable 
during the COVID-19 pandemic includes 
refugees and people seeking asylum, who 
have been working and paying taxes, but 
many of whom have lost their jobs in the 
lockdown period. They have been unable 
to access key elements of the Australian 
Government’s COVID-19 safety net. 

If SAYCO has been meaningful to you, or you have concerns or 
questions about its conclusion, please email the Intergen Team at 
intergen@sa.uca.org.au, they would love to hear your thoughts and 
stories! To read the 'State Youth Events letter to Churches', go to: 
sa.uca.org.au/new-times/the-future-of-youth-events-in-sa. 

“We believe it is essential that they 
are included in any government package 
designed to support people, the economy 
and public health. Without access to income 
support or even to Medicare, it may be 
a challenge for public health and safety 
requirements to be observed, or to access 
treatment as required,” said Bronte.

“The Synod Refugee Advocacy group and 
I would like to encourage you to consider 
writing a personal letter or email to your 
Federal Member of Parliament and to the 
Premier of South Australia to remind them 
of their responsibility to support the most 

vulnerable. The more of us who take this 
action, the more impact we can have and 
the greater our demonstration of the love of 
God for all people.”

A letter writing guide has been prepared 
to assist you to write a letter or email. 
Find this adaptable guide on the Synod 
website at sa.uca.org.au/new-times/
nobodyleftbehind. 

Young worshippers participated in Live Life Loud 2017 (top) and 2018 (above).

#NobodyLeftBehind

The future of youth events in SA
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A radical upheaval became A radical upheaval became 
necessary for our hero to necessary for our hero to 
see beyond his own self-see beyond his own self-
constructed, self-contained, constructed, self-contained, 
self-satisfied little universe.self-satisfied little universe.
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Right now, I hear many people saying, 
“When things get back to normal …” One 
pastor recently wrote:

I almost always want to say, “I hope life 
never returns to normal. Maybe we can be 
kinder and more compassionate, sensitive 
and empathetic when this pandemic-enforced 
isolation has ended.” 8

Could it be that after a period of 
significant global upheaval where priorities 
are inevitably re-ordered and values 
reassessed, we revert, not to ‘normal’, but 
to who we truly are as people and therefore 
truly as we should be as leaders?

 Could it be that during this season, a 
parallel universe is coming to the fore and 
people are beginning to perceive the value 
of shared lives and shared leadership? Will 
the deprivation of human touch propel us 
to post-pandemic lives that are marked by 
mutual compassion, sensitivity and love? 
Will we see what previously we have  
not seen?

Perhaps through this COVID-19 
experience, our keyhole vision has 
broadened. Perhaps, like Doctor Strange, 
we’ve peered into an alternative reality and 
we cannot easily return as though we had 
seen nothing. 

As Director of Leadership at Uniting College for 
Leadership & Theology, Craig Bailey lectures 
in Christian Leadership at undergraduate and 
postgraduate levels on behalf of the Adelaide 
College of Divinity in several states of Australia 
and is frequently called upon within Australia 
and overseas for seminars and presentations on 
leadership, preaching and Christian faith  
and discipleship. 

Marvel’s brilliant 
but painfully 
arrogant surgeon, 
Doctor Strange, 
rejects the 
possibility of the 
spiritual dimension 

until an accident robs him of the use of his 
precious hands.1 In his search for healing, 
he consults the Ancient One. “You’re a man 
looking through a keyhole. You need to 
widen the keyhole to see more and know 
more,” she says, and goes on to introduce 
Benedict Cumberbatch’s character to 
the experience of a whole new world, a 
parallel reality, one among many in Marvel’s 
fictional cinematic universe. 

A radical upheaval became necessary 
for our hero to see beyond his own self-
constructed, self-contained, self-satisfied 
little universe in order to recognise a world 
that had always been there, yet one he had 
never seen. Jesus once warned, “You will 
indeed listen, but never understand, and 
you will indeed look, but never perceive.”2 
That was in the context of his parabolic 
explanation of an alternative, parallel 
universe, the basileia, the Kingdom of God, 
the reign of Christ. 

I use the words alternative in the sense 
of being alternate to the assumed values 
of our culture. In the world as we have 
known it, life is a party for the elite. In Jesus’ 
parallel universe, there’s a party invite for 
all.3 This world resists the idea of universal 
truth. Jesus tells a parable about a sower’s 
seed, indicating his belief in the universal 
truth of the Kingdom.4 In the immanent 
world, victory is to the powerful; in the new 
reality, it is to the small and apparently 
insignificant mustard seed.5 The narrative in 
one universe is one of decay; in the other, it 
is one of yeast-like, effervescent growth.6

A few days ago, a young intern prompted 
me to think again about this parallel 
universe. Referring to the current global 
COVID-19 upheaval, he asked me: “What 
will leadership look like when this is over?”

I can’t recall what I muttered in response, 
but it did get me thinking about leadership 
in the parallel universe. Within Jesus’ 
kingdom - his ‘other’ world - there is also 
an alternative leadership world. It’s been 

FAITH /  OPINION

LEADERSHIP: A PARALLEL UNIVERSE
Craig Bailey

around for a while, mostly and sadly in 
a state of dormancy. It’s not your hero-
type leadership, a panacea that we still 
consistently look for in the church. It is 
not to the powerful. It’s not the position 
reserved for that really special person who 
knows more, sees more, and does more 
than everybody else, and does so as the 
one viewing others from atop the pyramid.

The one person in history who could 
claim that mantle demonstrated his 
leadership ‘style’ or ‘model’ by kneeling at 
the grubby feet of his team members and 
serving them with a bowl of water and 
towel.7 Contrast this with the self-satisfied 
arrogance of Doctor Strange. It took the 
Ancient One to bring him down a peg or 
two: “Arrogance and fear still keep you from 
learning the simpler and most significant 
lesson of all – it’s not about you!” … a 
message seemingly lost on our frenetic 
Instagram (even church) culture.

Jesus’ bowl and towel demo was not 
some random action or pause in the 
midst of business as usual. That one act 
dramatically and intentionally conveyed the 
very essence of God and true humanity: 
God in the sense of tri-mutual service and 
love among members of the Godhead, and 
imperfectly imaged in the collaborative, 
non-hierarchical, shared and sacrificial care 
among members of the human race and 
consequently in its leadership. 

God is shared community at its absolute 
best and humanity irretrievably bears that 
image of God, the communal image of 
the triune God. That God-bearing image 
has always manifested, at least partially, 
in leadership, even though in every era it 
has existed covertly in a kind of alternative 
universe. We speak of ‘shared leadership’ as 
though someone just thought of it, when in 
fact it has always existed. 

1. Derrickson, Scott, Dr Strange, (US: Walt Disney Studios, 
2016) Film.
2. Matthew 13:13 (NRSV)
3. Matthew 22:1-14
4. Matthew 13:3-23
5. Matthew 13:31-32
6. Matthew 13:31
7. John 13:1-17
8. Piazza, Michael, “Getting back to Normal” in The Distanced 
Church: Reflections on Doing Church Online, ed. Heidi A. 
Campbell (Digital Religion Publications, 2020),  
digitalreligion.tamu.edu (accessed May 1, 2020).

Could it be that during this Could it be that during this 
season, a parallel universe season, a parallel universe 
is coming to the fore and is coming to the fore and 
people are beginning to people are beginning to 
perceive the value of shared perceive the value of shared 
lives and shared leadership?lives and shared leadership?
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Online church is not a new concept. 
And recordings of sermons have been 
distributed ever since the tape recorder was 
invented. Despite this, COVID-19’s isolation 
measures have pushed most of us into 
uncomfortable territory – a world of Zoom, 
WhatsApp, FaceTime, Facebook, video 
cameras and editing. It has been a steep 
learning curve for both those in ministry and 
those to whom they minister.

“No one starts a new ministry with 
only half a week’s notice – at least not 
normally. But these are not normal times,” 
says Rev Jenni Hughes who ministers with 
The Centre for Music, Liturgy and the Arts 
(CMLA) as well as at Brougham Place  
Uniting Church.

During the last week of April the CMLA 
held a forum (via Zoom) for conversation 
about how ministers, lay leaders and 
worship teams have responded to the 
challenge of continued ministry during a 
time of physical distancing. According to 
Jenni, the short answer is with love.

“With love for God, love for the church, 
love for the members, love for the 
community and love for the world. The 
answers about how this was executed 
though varied widely – from online worship 
to hand-delivered worship guides,”  
she says.

Fully immersed in technology
At Seeds Uniting Church the ministry team 
had already been talking about starting 
online services for over a year. It is South 
Australia’s largest UCA congregation and, 
while they have many members over 70 
years old, most members are younger with 
access to and knowledge of online space.

“We recognise that our reach could be 
greatly expanded by a significant online 
presence,” says Seeds UC’s Senior Pastor 
Rev Dr Jonathan Davies. “However, funding 
was always an issue. At the moment we 
are using borrowed equipment for most of 
what we are doing.”

Since the isolation measures took 
hold, Seeds UC has been broadcasting 
three Sunday services as well as a Friday 

evening youth service. These are recorded 
mid-week while the ministry team hosts 
live chat during the broadcasting of the 
services. It has involved hard work and a lot 
of learning for everyone involved, but the 
results have been very satisfying.

“One of the biggest outcomes for us has 
been a dramatically increased ‘attendance’ 
right across the board. Our numbers 
would be somewhere around double that 
of this time last year. We are also getting 
comments from interstate as well as 
country SA. It’s really encouraging and it has 
never been easier to invite someone to hear 
the Good News than it is now. ”

He warns though that the biggest issue 
is not providing the service but engagement 
and relationships. The Seeds UC ministry 
team has been phoning everyone on their 
database, sending out emails, setting up 
Zoom meetings with youth groups and 
more in an effort to do just that.

Jenni reports similar increases in 
‘attendance’ for Brougham Place UC’s 
online services.

“Our worshipping community has 
expanded some weeks to quadruple its 
normal size,” she says. “We did what we 
could when we could. We filmed on iPhones 
with no special lighting or microphones. We 
figured if people were looking for high-level 
production, they would turn to any other 
opportunity from the great spectrum that is 
available online. However, these actions had 
surprising outcomes because somewhere in 
all this is 'connecting' . ”

Jenni explains that, throughout, they 
encouraged people to worship, not to 
‘watch’ worship, but to participate.

Port Augusta UAICC was quick to 
respond to the outbreak of the COVID-19 
virus. Rather than recording services, they 
started gathering as a church via Zoom on 
23 March. 

“As the body of Christ we focused on 
how we can be most loving to everyone, 
especially those most vulnerable,” explains 
Chelsea Size, Training and Formation 
Coordinator, Congress SA. They provided 
both practical advice and technical support 
to all their members, intentionally used 
Facebook to stay connected and developed 
digital content that encourages and 
deepens faith.

The Church has left the Building
Petronella Lowies

It has caused me to reflect 
on why it had to take a global 
crisis for us to stop and make 
more effort to connect with 
the people on the fringe of  
our church.

With the online services by Brougham Place UC, Rev Jenni Hughes and the rest of the ministry team 
encouraged people to worship, not to ‘watch’ worship, but to participate.
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Rev Denise Champion says: “Being 
an indigenous person over fifty, I know 
how important it is to self-isolate. This 
is a serious time, but we also made a 
serious commitment to our young people 
to always meet together as the church. 
What we’re doing together is diaconal in 
nature - we are ministering to the scattered 
congregation. We still gather on Sunday but 
it is in a different form. We’re still pastorally 
caring for each other. We haven’t shut  
up shop.” 

The members have shown true 
appreciation of being able to meet in this 
way too. "I really appreciated the Zoom 
gathering and enjoyed the worship and 
fellowship with all our UAICC members. The 

breakout groups are really great, giving us 
space to learn from each other, hear stories 
and a lovely space of building relationships 
with each other. Overall I just think it is 
absolutely awesome. Love it," commented 
Port Augusta UAICC congregation member 
Maria Anderson Tanner.

When online church is not 
an option
At Unley Uniting Church, Rev Alison Whish 
has had reservations about recorded 
worship services for quite some time. Her 
thoughts are echoed by Jenni’s comment 
about ‘participate, don’t watch’.

“Virtual worship requires much, much 
more than putting a camera in front of a 
preacher in an empty church and recording,” 
states Alison. “We made a couple of 
attempts at Unley UC to provide virtual 
worship but I don’t think any of us felt the 
result was worth the effort. About 25% of 
the congregation does not have a computer 
or smartphone and so these people are 
shut out from that. Besides, no one in 

our congregation has the skills to make it 
happen either.”

Instead, Unley UC referred members to 
virtual services available elsewhere: through 
the UCA’s Assembly Facebook page and 
those of other local congregations. This 
is something that many of the country 
congregations have done as well.

“I had to learn more about present 
computing versus 20th Century computing, 
which was more familiar to me,” says 
Maxine Brown, an 82-year old member 
of Padthaway Uniting Church who chose 
to self-isolate with her husband Terry. 
“And I was forced to learn more about my 
smartphone, which had always been too 
smart for me. But we loved the fact that 
church services and appropriate addresses 
were given by leaders such as Bronte 
Wilson and Dr Deidre Palmer, and listened 
to by so many people, especially over the 
Easter period. Thank you, God!”

Like others in ministry, Alison uses 
WhatsApp and Zoom to connect with those 
who can access this technology. Those with 
no online access receive hand-delivered 
printed resources.

Virtual worship requires  
much, much more than putting a 
camera in front of a preacher in 
an empty church and recording.

On Easter Sunday the Seeds UC worship team’s special recording of ‘Resurrecting’ (originally by Elevation Worship) 
showcased the huge effort that went into producing an online church service. The video clip was shared on social 
media and viewed by nearly 16,000 people on that platform alone.
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Similarly, Ascot Community Church 
very quickly dismissed the idea of online 
worship as they wanted to make worship 
accessible to all their members, especially 
the disadvantaged among them. Around a 
third of their members have no  
internet access.

Their ‘Worship at Home’ printable 
resource was emailed to those with access 
and personally delivered to those without. 
At least 15 other UCA congregations are 
making use of the Ascot Park resource too.

“Feedback from the congregation has 
been that they appreciate knowing we are 
all worshipping together, using the same 

material, at the same time on a Sunday 
morning,” says Rev Cheryl Wilson. 

For Cheryl though, the most interesting 
feedback has come from those on the 
‘fringe’ of the congregation: the occasional 
attenders, the ones who only participate in 
certain ministries or the frail who usually 
cannot attend.

“It is this group of people who seem to 
be the most appreciative of the worship 
resources, feeling a sense of belonging 
and connection in a way that they had not 
necessarily had previously. It has caused 
me to reflect on why it had to take a global 
crisis for us to stop and make more effort 
to connect with the people on the fringe of 
our church.”

What do we keep?
Everyone agrees that no virtual church 
service will ever be able to replace ‘the real 
thing’. We are therefore not in danger of 
these services overtaking actual attendance 
post COVID-19. But it is a way to reach the 
curious, the non-believers or the shy.

Seeds UC is currently working on ways to 
continue with their form of online church as 
a supplement to those who cannot or will 
not attend in person. “If we can afford it, we 
think it should happen,” says Jonathan.

When the time comes that congregations 
can once again gather in a building for 
worship, Cheryl believes that she would 
consider continuing to produce and print a 
worship resource.

“It would take a little extra time and 
effort, but what a benefit for those who are 
unable to come each week!” she says.

Maxine and Terry in Padthaway have 
heard from old friends and distant family 
who had not made contact in many years. 
They will keep those connections open. 
They have also learnt to sit and talk, or 
listen to music, or just sit and be quiet and 
to appreciate each other’s thoughts. They 
will keep that too. “Maybe it will help us 
to better face a new world, or at least a 
changed society. Thank you, God!” 

Port Augusta UAICC’s commitment to their congregation’s young people ‘to 
always meet together as the church’, resulted in joyful church services via Zoom.

…no virtual church service will 
ever be able to replace ‘the real 
thing’. But it is a way to reach 
the curious, the non-believers 
or the shy.
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A section of Athelstone Uniting Church’s 
facilities has been made available as a 
Federal Government-funded, GP-led 
Respiratory Clinic for COVID-19 testing. The 
clinic opened on Monday 11 May, operates 
from Monday to Thursday in the afternoons 
only and will likely be in place for at least 
three months.

“As a church community we have a heart 
for connecting with God, our community, 
our world and each other,” explained Jeff 
Dry, Chairperson of Athelstone UC Council. 
“Connection in these strange times has 
become even more important. The clinic 
presented a new way in which we have 
been called to connect with our community.”

Medical HQ, a medical practice located 
in the Athelstone Shopping Centre, 
approached the congregation with the idea. 
This is part of the Federal Government’s call 
to medical centres throughout Australia to 
play a part in the strategy to ‘flatten  
the curve.’ 

“The Church Council spent considerable 
time prayerfully considering this request, 
taking into account the significant 
implications for our church community 
and a sense that God is calling us to give 
sacrificially at this unprecedented time in 
history. At a time when we were not able 
to use our church building for worship 
services or activities, we saw this as an 
opportunity to offer it for the wellbeing of 
the community we are called to serve,”  
said Jeff.

Medical HQ has exclusive access to 
the ‘top hall’ and a section of the car park 
adjacent the hall and shed. The top hall, 
which does not form part of the main church 
building, has been fitted out with consulting 
rooms and hand hygiene facilities.

Medical HQ’s Dr Nathan Lam says that 
Athelstone UC had been chosen because 
it is isolated from main public areas. In a 
letter to the surrounding community and 
congregation members, he assured them 
that the operation of the Clinic should  
not place any household at increased risk  
of COVID-19 as it can only be spread  
by close face-to-face contact with an  
infected individuals.

“The objective of the Clinic is to diagnose 
patients with COVID-19. Many patients 
coming to the clinic do not have COVID-19; 
they are attending in order to be tested 
and have COVID-19 excluded. It is not a 
treatment facility and patients will not be 
staying there overnight for ongoing care,”  
he explained.

At a time when we were 
not able to use our church 
building for worship services 
or activities, we saw this as an 
opportunity to offer it for the 
wellbeing of the community we 
are called to serve.

COMMUNITY

Respiratory Clinic opens at Athelstone 
Uniting Church

Medical HQ's nurse Peta Carruthers and Dr Nathan Lam at the respiratory clinic that had been set up 
at Athelstone Uniting Church giving a thumbs-up to the congregation who supported the venture.

Petronella Lowies

He thanked all the wonderful staff 
involved from Athelstone Uniting Church 
and passed on his deep gratitude to 
the congregation who have graciously 
supported this community effort to defeat 
COVID-19.

Jeff said the most significant aspect for 
his church community is that the remainder 
of the church property is not impacted. 
“Therefore, once the restrictions are lifted, 
we can resume our normal church activities, 
apart from the need to restrict access to 
the designated areas being used by  
Medical HQ.”

For more information please contact 
Jeff Dry, Chairperson of Athelstone Uniting 
Church Council, by phoning 0408 254 489 
or via email jeffdry@bigpond.com. 
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When the coronavirus broke out in Australia and changed all our 
lives, UnitingCare SA looked to churches who were delivering 
emergency food relief to continue being the church to the rest of 
the community by transforming into UnitingCare Emergency Relief 
Centres (ERC). 

One such church was Modbury Uniting Church who already 
operated an existing emergency relief program strategically close 
to Tea Tree Plaza, the O-Bahn and Tea Tree Gully Council offices. 
However, the volunteers, like those of many other churches, 
suddenly found they could no longer participate due to the new SA 
Health advice which strongly recommended that those aged 70+ 
years stay at home during the current crisis. 

UnitingCare SA encouraged Modbury UC to partner with The 
Journey Uniting Church in the next suburb to create UnitingCare 
Modbury. Both churches have been increasingly aware of the 
spiralling needs in the north-east region of Adelaide, as the 
economic fallout of COVID-19 began to bite. As elsewhere, students 
and young people began to lose their jobs, particularly in hospitality, 
and households which only a week before had been quietly paying 
off their mortgages, found they were without an income.

Forging a partnership
We decided it was time to act. Rev Andy Hogarth (The Journey UC) 
and I received UnitingCare SA’s invitation as a fresh opportunity for 
our churches to connect locally. 

Andy says, “This is a way for local Christians and other 
community people to serve at a critical time. I feel I’ve been given 
a front row seat to a ‘heaven meets earth’ moment just like Jesus 
prayed with us in the Lord’s Prayer; it’s a beautiful sight!”

At Modbury, a new cohort of mostly 60-somethings stepped up 
as volunteers. Jeff Andrews, the Centre’s Workplace Health & Safety 
officer, commented, “At times like these we can feel a bit lost. Usual 
routines and commitments are gone or changed. When this idea of 
an ERC was raised I just felt I wanted to get involved and help out. I 
feel very lucky to have what I have in life and now I can share a bit of 
that time and experience to help those in need.”

UnitingCare Emergency Relief Centres:  
the tale of two churches
Lyn Leane

I feel I’ve been given a front row seat to a ‘heaven 
meets earth’ moment just like Jesus prayed with 
us in the Lord’s Prayer; it’s a beautiful sight!

Katrina Simpson, Rev Judy Knowling, Rev Lyn Leane, Sandy Andrews and Erin Leach volunteer 
their time and efforts at the newly established Modbury Emergency Relief Centre.
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This empowers all centres by providing structure, resources, 
training and accountability, and has enabled the new Modbury ERC 
to form much faster than would otherwise have been possible. 

All Uniting Churches are encouraged to partner up with a 
UnitingCare Emergency Relief Centre to help supply volunteers, 
food and funds to purchase food. Find out more by visiting the 
UnitingCare SA website: sa.uca.org.au/unitingcare-sa.   

Rev Lyn Leane, Rev Andy Hogarth, Rev Tim Hodgson at the signage in front 
of Modbury Uniting Church that points those in need to the new Modbury 
Emergency Relief Centre.

COMMUNITY

UnitingCare Emergency Relief Centres:  
the tale of two churches

This isn't just a program, this is a heartbeat for 
the local community in a time of increased need 
and I'm very excited to be a part of that!

Modbury Church Council Chair and ERC volunteer, Robyn Sykes, 
also noted that the current social isolation has resulted in many 
people experiencing a lack of purpose and a sense of helplessness. 

“I am grateful that UnitingCare SA has given us this amazing 
opportunity to work collaboratively with surrounding churches by 
helping neighbours in the north-eastern suburbs who are doing it 
tough. This ERC is our churches’ way of connecting with community, 
feeding the hungry as Jesus asked us to do,” Robyn said. “People of 
all ages once again have the opportunity to contribute in some way. 
I’m truly blessed and excited to be a part of this.”

At The Journey UC, Sheila Roxby and Priscilla Keneally 
volunteered to coordinate their congregation’s response, find more 
volunteers, and participate in a joint steering team. Sheila had 
already been active in her local area.

She explains: “I set up a community Facebook page for my local 
area and saw that there was plenty that could be done and plenty 
of people who both needed help and who wanted to help. I see how 
much this crisis has brought our community together in this space.”

Sheila continues: “The generosity I've seen from our community 
has been tremendous. When I was contacted by Andy to join this 
program I felt overjoyed. To be able to help people who never 
thought they would need it, is an honour and I imagine it will also 
bring our community together just as we have seen elsewhere.   
This isn't just a program, this is a heartbeat for the local community 
in a time of increased need and I'm very excited to be a part of that!”

Those who fall through the cracks
Priscilla was alert to the needs of those who were likely slipping 
through the cracks in the northeast of Adelaide, particularly the 
refugees, asylum seekers and students. 

“We have a large group of international students and asylum 
seekers in our neighbourhood who, to my knowledge, have no 
government support through this time; people who have lost jobs 
and are unable to travel back home. This is the perfect way to reach 
out to our neighbours and let them know they are not alone,”  
says Priscilla.

The UnitingCare Modbury ERC opened on Thursday 7 May with 
over 20 volunteers. ‘Feeder churches’ around the north-east of 
Adelaide have been invited to collect dried and canned goods for 
food parcels, and the team is building vital community links with 
politicians, local councils, police, correctional services, supermarkets 
and food outlets.

Rev Tim Hodgson, Julianne Rogers and Ann Cotton of UnitingCare 
SA coordinate a weekly online conference which enables 
participating centres across SA to share reports, stories and advice. 
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UC INVEST

Back in 1939 the ‘Keep Calm and Carry On’ slogan was originally 
developed in Britain, as a catchcry  to focus the general public on 
the need not to panic with the imminent danger of World War Two, 
including the expected bombing of its cities on a massive scale.

Just over eighty years later, the world is in the grip of a war 
against an enemy which cannot be seen by the naked eye. What is 
having the largest impact on lives worldwide is a microscopic virus. 
From what originally seemed to be minor, COVID-19 arrived early 
in 2020, also putting the global economy into a spin, including in 
Australia. Unemployment has surged, growth forecasts have quickly 
fallen and interest rates are at all-time lows.

With the severity and speed at which COVID-19 entered 
Australia, UC Invest had a short timeframe to plan and organise 
how it would operate in a changed business environment. Our 
goal has been to continue to serve customers with the least 
amount of disruption to the way they have always been served 
pre-COVID-19, but with staff working from home under the health 
advice of the SA Government.

I am proud of UC Invest and its gifted employees, who did not 
break a stride as they have worked toward this goal. From Kathy 
and Catherine working to the north  of the city and Stephanie to the 
south, with the rest of us in-between, we have pulled together as 
a team in this new environment. We have used video conferencing 
instead of face-to-face meetings, and adopted some new ways of 
completing the work, but the work has been done and mainly on 
time. Some correspondence has taken longer than usual and we 
would like to thank our investors for their patience. 

The Uniting Church SA Investment Fund Limited Committee 
and the Uniting Church’s External Auditors have now reviewed and 
signed the UC Invest 2019 Financial Statements. They are available 
on our website ucinvest.com.au.

2019 was a strong year for UC Invest on the back of great 
support from the Uniting Church community. Recent results and 
support allow UC Invest to continue to offer our community good 
interest rates, whilst also providing a valuable grant to the Uniting 
Church through the Mission and Service Fund. 

If you have some money you are thinking about investing in fixed 
interest investments or know someone who has, please do not 
hesitate to contact us on 1300 274 151. UC Invest is still open  
for business. 

Keep Calm and Carry On

Picture: Image by Alexsander-777 from Pixabay

Paul Barnett is the Manager of Investment Services at Uniting 
Church in SA. He has a special message to those who may 
currently be worried about the health of their investments. 

2019 was a strong year for  
UC Invest on the back of great 
support from the Uniting 
Church community.  
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MORE FROM U N I T I NG  CO L L EG E

Ref Prof Andrew Dutney’s sixth book, his 
sixth ‘State of the Union’, does not contain 
vague allusions or empty rhetoric, but 
substantial content. In complete sentences! 
Points you can agree or disagree with. 

This is a constructive book, and a 
courageous one. It is both rich and multi-
dimensional. It begins with reflections on 
the novel Gilead, and then unfolds like  
a plotline.

I describe it as constructive, certainly 
because of what it says, but also because 
of what it avoids: namely, despite being a 
book about a denomination, it avoids church 
patriotism. Andrew refuses an extended 
analysis of identity – a great temptation  
in this genre, especially about a relatively  
young church. 

The Uniting Church can often mirror 
Australian society at large by engaging 
in an ongoing discussion about identity 
which often clangs in the ear, due to either 
simplistic jingoism or intense ideological 
deconstruction. Church patriotism in the 
UCA is similar. Finding our way forward shall 
not come through utopian claims about a 
uniqueness that denies reality, or through 
ongoing deconstruction of every facet of 
our life.

Instead, Andrew calls us repeatedly to 
the Basis of the Union, as a signpost rather 
than a hitching post. And the Basis calls us 
repeatedly to Jesus Christ. 

As Andrew writes, “The confidence of the 
church is not based on its own strength, but 
on the grace by which it is created, sustained 
and equipped for its missional pilgrimage in a 
changing world.”

I found this whole section quite 
compelling and moving.  I could not 
stop reading. The clarity of the thought 
connected elements and themes from 
Andrew’s life, the history of our church, 
and our country, in powerful narrative. It’s 
a superb piece of unfolding, accessible 
theological reflection that could only be 
written at this time and place in history. 
I was caught up in its truth-telling, I felt 

included in it, and was helped by it. The 
book is also constructive in advancing the 
conversation, because it is informed and 
educative, as you would expect from an 
educator and the Principal of Uniting College 
for Leadership & Theology. 

Andrew presents evidence from careful 
research, and helpfully explains it. Indeed, 
he has a gifted way of mapping out reality 
and presenting it in an understandable way. 

This book is an especially great gift 
in complex times, on complex issues. 
Particularly with the current paradox that 
many in the church - on all sides of issues 
and debates - feel threatened by the 
very diversity it celebrates. This is where 
the book is not only constructive, but 
courageous. It is a helpful map for every 
person in the Uniting Church to be more 
deeply informed about the context we find 
ourselves in.

This is a time for calm, courageous and 
constructive thinking. That is Andrew’s 
speciality, and this book is a timely example. 
It’s my pleasure to commend Angels in this 
Wilderness: Reflections on the Journey of the 
Uniting Church in Australia to all of you. 

Rev Dr Tim Hein, Rev Prof Andrew Dutney and 
MediaCom Education CEO Pastor Bindy Taylor at 
the live stream book launch of Andrew's 'Angels 
in this Wilderness'. Photo: Matthew Harbinson

It’s a superb piece of unfolding, 
accessible theological 
reflection that could only be 
written at this time and place 
in history. I was caught up in its 
truth-telling, I felt included in 
it, and was helped by it.

Constructive  
and Courageous
Reflections on 'Angels in this Wilderness' by Rev Dr Tim Hein.
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GOODBYE SAYCO
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As we say goodbye to SAYCO (see article on p7), we’d like to pay tribute to the wonderful 
memories built up through the years by thousands of South Australian youth. We hope 
you recognise some faces and treasure the experiences. Thank you SAYCO!
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MORIALTA CHARITABLE  
TRUST FUND

Morialta Charitable Trust Fund has been supporting 
disadvantaged children, young people and their families in 
South Australia through its annual program of distributions for 
40 years. To enable the Fund to continue this support through 
community organisations in South Australia, Morialta Charitable 
Trust Fund seeks donations from the public. Donations of $2 and 
above are tax deductible and can be forwarded to the Morialta 
Charitable Trust Fund at PO Box 92, Crafers SA 5152.

CLASSIFIED

UPCOMING EV E N TS

In the interest of encouraging physical distancing 
(but social solidarity) no diary events have been 
published. Some online events are now starting 
to be advertised on the SA Synod’s Upcoming 
Events page. To view these please visit: sa.uca.
org.au/events/upcoming-events-list.

http://sa.uca.org.au/events/upcoming-events-list
http://sa.uca.org.au/events/upcoming-events-list
http://www.ivanbutlerfunerals.com.au
mailto:enquiries%40ivanbutlerfunerals.com.au?subject=
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Continue the online services
Fortunately during this pandemic our church has held weekly 
services online.

Someone I know who is not a Christian but acts like one, has seen 
these every week. She appreciates these services although she has 
not become a Christian. She has told me that after the pandemic 
she would like to continue to view the services, but does not feel 
comfortable about attending church in person. 

If churches continued to stream their services online after the 
pandemic, it could be a valuable opportunity to spread God’s word. 
Also, this could be useful for believers, who perhaps because of 
illness or advanced age, were not able to attend in person. Aged 
people might find using the internet challenging, but perhaps a 
church representative or a young relative could show them how to 
link up. 
Marguerite Marshall 
Eltham, VIC

L ET T E R S  TO THE EDITOR

Worshipping in whichever way you can
All Saints Uniting Church at Plympton North is a small congregation. 
As we are an aged congregation, we didn't think that livestreaming 
a service would work, so our minister produces the order of service 
each week and emails it to members or delivers it to the letter 
boxes of those without email. I produce the hymns by playing our 
pipe organ, recording it on my phone and then emailing this to  
the members.

The members appreciate hearing the organ each week and it 
keeps our organ in working order. The pipe organ at All Saints UC is 
the only one of its kind in Australia, so is very well maintained and 
liked by the church’s people.

Hoping that God is blessing you all as you worship Him in the 
ways that you can.
Robert Coombe 
All Saints Uniting Church

Lest we forget Jesus! 
Like Mark Dickens, I believe we should ‘strive for peace’ while 
knowing war has always happened.

Let’s put this alongside the person ‘Jesus’. Non-violent in life 
and teaching, he highlights forgiveness, peace-making and love 
of enemies. His Abba likewise is a non-violent God of love. We are 
called to become like them. Non-violence is only the beginning  
of love. 

States and others justify their wars with religion. They say blood 
memory is our identity. 

But our identity is Jesus. We should be saying publicly that 
although war has always happened, Jesus does not endorse it; for 
him and us, killing is a regression to survival instinct, never ‘just’; 
and we cannot support the relentless promotion of war memory by 
Australian governments. 

We mostly can’t stop war happening, but we can delegitimise it in 
Jesus’ name. Then real Christian debate can begin.
Chester Schultz 
Port Adelaide Uniting Church

Leave Good Friday alone!
I would like to say how disappointed I was to read Rev Dutney’s 
article in New Times regarding Good Friday. 

Is there no respect left for Jesus, and the way He suffered on  
this day?

The Sabbath has plenty of opportunity to wear t-shirts at football 
matches, but leave Good Friday alone!

The world is presently suffering a terrible virus, out of control, 
killing thousands of people, but if there is the slightest consolation, 
it’s the valuable time confined families are enjoying. Time together. 
Family time. Isn’t that what Jesus would prefer?

Heaven help us all if Christmas Day is the next to be ‘junked’.
Mrs Diane Wheare 
Ardrossan Uniting Church

Send your letters to: 
newtimes@sa.uca.org.au 
or GPO Box 2145, Adelaide 5001.

All Saints Uniting Church’s special pipe organ
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Epictetus responds: “But don’t you see to where it is that you’re 
directing your view? That it is to the earth, to the pit, to these 
miserable laws of ours, the laws of the dead.” (Discourse 1.13.5)

Epictetus uses the image of directing one’s gaze to the earth as 
equivalent to staring into a pit into which criminals were thrown. 
He also compares directing one’s gaze to the earth with the ‘laws 
of the dead’, which were formal laws relating to a corpse. Directing 
one’s gaze ‘downwards’ this way meant giving one’s attention to 
those things that are evil, futile or associated with death. 

In a similar way, Paul and Timothy are exhorting believers, as 
people baptised into Christ, to give their attention not to self-
seeking and death-dealing things, but to things that are worthy of 
their ‘new self’. Here is a translation that retains the upward and 
downward spatial imagery (baptismal rising/dying), but without 
implicating God’s good earth in human vices:

3.1 "Therefore, if you have been raised together with Christ, keep 
seeking the things that are focussed upwards, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on the upward 
focussed things, not on the things that are downward focussed.  
3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God."    

The Bible Says ... is an initiative by the Uniting College for Leadership and 
Theology. If you have a question about a difficult text in the Bible, please 
contact Dr Vicky Balabanski by email: vbalabanski@unitingcollege.edu.au

Rev Dr Vicky Balabanski answered:
The Letter to the Colossians is a biblical book with lots of 
ecologically significant ideas. In particular, many eco-theologians 
reflect on Colossians 1:15-20, which is a magnificent hymn to 
Christ that emphasizes the importance of all things – all creation 
– not just humanity. 

However, in Colossians 3:1-3, we have a passage that seems 
downright eco-unfriendly. In describing baptism as dying and rising 
with Christ, it says: “So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the 
things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of 
God.  Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that 
are on earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ  
in God.”

These verses seem to associate earth with all the practices 
that Christians are called to leave behind. Do these verses commit 
believers to a view that sees our true life and values as unconnected 
with earth, even opposed to earth? Is this what this passage means?

In my commentary Colossians: An Earth Bible Commentary. An 
Eco-Stoic Reading, I show that the phrase ‘things on the earth’ is in 
fact an idiom. A first century Stoic philosopher called Epictetus uses 
this phrase when disputing with some wealthy students who are 
reluctant to see themselves as part of the same family of humanity 
as their slaves, with the same heavenly descent. One of them 
replies ‘‘But I have right of purchase over them, and they don’t have 
any such right over me!”

but what does it mean?

There are passages in the Bible which can be difficult to understand or interpret. In each edition, New Times will pose a 
question and focus on one such text, with a theological response to it. Rev Dr Vicky Balabanski, the Uniting College for 
Leadership & Theology’s Director of Biblical Studies, explores the seemingly eco-unfriendly texts of Colossians 3.

The Bible says . . . 

Colossians 3:1-3 (ESV)
1 If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that 

are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set 
your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on 
earth. 3 For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ  
in God. 

Question: Is Colossians 3 telling us that we should not 
be concerned with what happens to Earth at all?

FAITH
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