Worship Resources  
The International Day for
the Elimination of Racial Discrimination
and Lent 5
Sunday, 21st March 2021


Texts:   
· Jeremiah 31:31-34; 
· Psalm 51:1-12 or Psalm 119:9-16; 
· Hebrews 5:5-10 
· John 12:20-33

Introduction to                                                                                                the International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination

March 21st 2021is the Fifth Sunday of Lent and the international community also marks the International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination.

The decision to enshrine this day on the global calendar is linked to the fact that, on 21st March 1960, police opened fire and killed 69 people at a peaceful demonstration against the apartheid "pass law in Sharpeville, South Africa.  These were laws that forced black South Africans to carry an internal passport that restricted their movement in that country. 

In remembrance of the victims, in 1966 the UN General Assembly proclaimed that day the International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination and called on the international community to redouble its efforts to eliminate all forms of racial discrimination. In proclaiming the Day, the United Nations condemned "all policies and practices of apartheid, racial discrimination and segregation, including the practices of discrimination inherent in colonialism." 

Song Suggestions
· "All Are Welcome" by Marty Haugen or "Wade in the Water"
· TIS 693 – Come as you are
· TIS 253 – O Lord Jesus Marrkapmirr
· TIS 681 – Lord let me see, see more and more
·  TIS 467 – I am the church! You are the church!
· TIS 650 – Brother, sister, let me serve you
Chorus Suggestion 
· “Jesus Loves the Little Children,” adaptation by Pastor Yvonne Terry. Tune: CHILDREN. Music: George F. Root. 

Jesus loves the little children,
all the children of the world.
From the East and from the West,
from the North and from the South, 
Jesus loves them all so let us shout it out! 
Gathered in Worship 

One: You there! 
All: Who, me? 

One: Yes! You. Why are you here? 
All: I am here to worship God with you! 

One: But you are different from me! 
All: Why? Because I look different? 
The same God who made you made me, 
and God loves us all regardless of background, 
gender, culture, or ethnicity!

One: Okay! Then come! Let us worship 
the one true God who embraces all equally.

Or
Call to Worship
Reader 1:   
We come into this space,
as people blessed by the touch of God;
as people enriched by cultures born into and discovered;
as people wounded by racism;
as people yearning for healing;
as people working for the Kingdom. 
All:   God, be with us. 
Reader 2:
We come into this space,
with anticipation of the work before us;
with an openness to discovery;
with a commitment to working for reconciliation;                                                                          with a willingness to challenge and be challenged;                                                                          with anticipation of discovery. 
All:   Christ, come near us. 
Reader 3:
We come into this space,
to spend time with the Scriptures;                                                                                                           to learn about prejudice;
to become aware of privilege;
to explore cultures;
to encourage each other to action. 
ALL:   Holy Spirit, bless our time together. Amen. 
Source: Jody Miller Shearer. Reprinted with permission  

A Prayer

While we give thanks for
the diversity of people—
of cultures and ethnicities,
of histories and life-stories,
of skin colour and language and
hearts that love the world;
the best way to give thanks
is to disassemble the systems,
the stories, the mythos,
that privilege one colour over another—
is to root out (and un-root)
the insidious beliefs
of those of us with privilege
(sometimes hidden quietly within,
sometimes disguised,
sometimes trumpeted as manifesto)
that “me and mine” are better than
“you and yours.”

To root out quiet racism—
to root out White Fragility,
and White Supremacy—
so that it withers and dies.

It is time.
It is well past time.
On this International Day
to End
Racial Discrimination.

God of all creation,
bless us all with what we need,
to take on this work,
and live it.
Today.
Every day.
Always.
Until this International Day
is a thing of memory.

In Jesus’ name.
May it be.

—A prayer for March 21, the International Day to Eliminate Racial Discrimination, by the Right Rev. Richard Bott. Originally posted on Facebook. Moderator Bott encourages the sharing of prayers he posts throughout his term.

Or

Holy One,
In your image
You have created humankind,
in great diversity.
We give thanks for the
differences—

Holy One,
In your image
You have created humankind,
in great diversity.
We give thanks for the
differences—
of cultures and ethnicities,
of histories and life-stories,
of skin colour and language and
hearts that love the world.

We watch in horror as Power
desecrates Black and Brown bodies;
walks on their sacredness,
kills and subjugates,
in thousands of ways,
hidden and overt.
We must not stop at watching—
held back from right action by our horror
or seeming powerlessness.

Grant us hearts that listen and learn;
egos that are willing to accept
when our own racism is called out.

Grant us courage,
to disassemble the systems,
the stories, the mythos,
that privilege whiteness over all others.

Give us your Holy Spirit’s wind
to call out racism in all its forms—
inside our hearts,
inside the church,
and in your world,
give us the strength,
the wisdom and the will
to root out White Fragility,
and White Supremacy,
so that they would never again do harm,
never again take away,
never again kill.

Help us to be anti-racist,
in all that we say,
in all that we do,
in all that we are.
It is time. It is well past time.

God of all creation,
bless us all with what we need,
to march on.
To live this work of anti-racism.
Today.
Every day.
Always.
In Jesus’ name.
May it be.

—A prayer by the Right Rev. Richard Bott. Originally posted on Facebook. Moderator Bott encourages the sharing of prayers he posts throughout his term.

Prayer of Confession

Have mercy on us, O Lord.
We have blinded our eyes. In spite of the clear evidence of deeply embedded racism all around us, we have looked the other way. Too many have died. Too many have suffered. Too many have been locked out and cast aside. Too many indignities. Too many injustices. And still we looked the other way. 

Have mercy on us, O Lord.
We have hardened our hearts. Believing the lie that colour peoples have the same opportunities as whites, we could not allow ourselves to admit that our lives were shaped as much by racism as theirs—ours to benefit and theirs to harm. But it was and it is and it will continue to be. We have cared too little. We have grieved too little. 

Have mercy on us, O Lord.
We have silenced our tongues. Our voices have not been raised in prophetic rebuke and anger. Our feet have not stepped out for justice alongside those who have more courage than us. And in our silence we are accomplices to bigotry.

Forgive us, O Lord.
We have sinned against you and against those who suffer the evil of racism. Indifference has smothered our souls and snuffed out fleeting impulses for reconciliation. We ask for your forgiveness and we will appropriately seek their forgiveness.

Empower me, O Lord.
We need your strength to step beyond blindness, indifference and fear; to step toward those whom we have sinned against. We make no grandiose promises or plans today for we know how easily these can be made and forgotten. But this we know. We cannot be the same. And we will not. 

Amen.
A Litany of Confession
Before you, O Lord, we are ashamed, for we have brought division                                              into the work of your creation.                                                                                                   Response: Lord, have mercy upon us.
We have drawn boundaries between your children,                                                                                   whether of race or nation or culture or class.                                                                           Response: Lord, have mercy upon us. 
We have been intolerant and scornful of our First Peoples;                                                             we have often sought to triumph over them.
Response: Lord, have mercy upon us. 
We have forgotten the beam in our own eye,                                                                               seeing only the mote in our neighbour’s eye.                                                                                    Response: Lord, have mercy upon us. 
We have tried to impose our standards and values on other people                                                         and judged them harshly when they failed to comply.
Response; Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Prevent us, O Lord, from resting easy in our state of division.                                                         Save us from regarding as normal that which is an offence against humanity                               and a rejection of your will.
Response: Unite us in justice and in love. 
Deliver us from a spirit of narrowness, bitterness or prejudice.                                                        Teach us to recognize the gifts of other cultures and other ways of living.
Response: Unite us in justice and in love. 
By your power, O God, heal the wounds of the past,                                                                     grant us humility and courage in the present,                                                                                   and lead us in obedience to a new future.
Response: We ask in Christ’s name. Amen. 
Source: https://www.episcopalchurch.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2021/01/antiracism_book-revise3.pdf
Prayers for the Elimination of Racism 

To the Creator of all races and peoples, who loves each of us for our uniqueness, 
we offer our prayers of petition: 

For an end to discrimination in all its forms, we pray ... 
God of all nations, hear our prayer. 

That each person may be respected and valued as a child of God, we pray ... 
God of all nations, hear our prayer. 

That the Church may be a witness and a universal sign of unity among all peoples, we pray ... 
God of all nations, hear our prayer. 

That each of us may acknowledge our part in mistakes and sins of the past pertaining to discrimination and racism, we pray ... 
God of all nations, hear our prayer. 

For a spirit of forgiveness and reconciliation among peoples who share a history of mutual mistrust, hatred or aggression, we pray ... 
God of all nations, hear our prayer. 

That the victims of racial prejudice may forgive those who persecute them, and that their persecutors may have a change of heart, we pray ... 
God of all nations, hear our prayer. 

That the Church will continue to strive to make every element of human life correspond to the true dignity of the human person, we pray ... 
God of all nations, hear our prayer. 
For those who have struggled in the past and continue to do so today for civil rights, economic justice and the elimination of discrimination based on race, nationality or religion, we pray ... 
God of all nations, hear our prayer. 

For the conversion of the hearts and minds of those who allow another's race to influence their relationships and limit their openness, we pray ... 
God of all nations, hear our prayer. 

That we may work to influence the attitudes of others by expressly rejecting racial or ethnic stereotypes, slurs and jokes and be affirming of the cultural contributions of every racial, ethnic and religious group in our world, we pray ... 
God of all nations, hear our prayer. 

That we may make a personal commitment to abolish social structures which inhibit economic, educational and social advancement of the poor, we pray ... 
God of all nations, hear our prayer. 

That we may work for decent working conditions, adequate income, housing, education and health care for all people, we pray ... 
God of all nations, hear our prayer. 

Almighty God, source of our life, we acknowledge you as Creator of all people of every race, language and way of life. Help us to see each other as you see us: your sons and daughters loved into being and sustained by your parental care. Keep watch over our hearts so that the evil of racism will find no home with us. Direct our spirits to work for justice and peace so that all barriers to your grace which oppress our brothers and sisters will be removed. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen. 
Source: – Permission is granted to download, duplicate and distribute these Prayers for the Elimination of Racism for use as an aid to prayer.  Please credit the Augustinian Secretariate for Justice and Peace and midwestaugustinians.org/. If printed or otherwise published, include the words “Used with permission.” 
A Four Directions Prayer of the People 
There are gifts from each of the peoples in the four directions of the world. The winds of the different directions remind us of these gifts. We invite participants to stand and face the four directions, honouring the wholeness of humanity and God's creation. 
Let us turn now to the East. We give thanks for the peoples of the East. This direction symbolizes new life on the earth and reminds us of our connectedness to each other and to creation. The sun rises in the east and each day is a gift. Life itself is a gift. 
All:   Come Holy Spirit, come. 
And we offer our prayers for God's church: May God open our eyes each morning to the gift of God's reconciliation with us through Jesus, and the call to be ministers of reconciliation. We pray for our leaders and for renewal for all who nurture the church in Christ's ministry of healing and transforming the world. 
We turn to face South. We give thanks for the peoples of the South. The South represents warmth and growth. Give us your strength and courage to be open to new learning and to grow in our witness and care for the world, we pray. 
All:   Come Holy Spirit, come. 
And we offer our prayers for God's world, praying especially for those who suffer from the violence of racism, poverty and war; and from the legacies of colonialism and slavery. May God's strength be with all who suffer and with all who work for justice, peace and the healing of relationships amongst peoples. 
We turn to face West. We give thanks for the peoples of the West. The West represents the gift of rest, the passing of time and of those who have gone before. Give us the wisdom and grace to use your gifts of time and leisure well; give comfort to those who mourn, and rest to those who have passed into your care, we pray. 
All:   Come Holy Spirit, come. 
And we offer our prayers for all in need: May God's peace and healing presence be with all who suffer and those who are weary and in need of rest. 
We turn to face North. We give thanks for the peoples of the North. A gift of this direction is clarity of vision and a sense of the strength we need to live each day. Help us to see more clearly your role for us, especially in the healing and care of Mother Earth, we pray. 
All:   Come Holy Spirit, come. 
And we offer our prayers for the wisdom of discernment: May God open our hearts to the grace of God's holy presence with us and around us, that we might truly behold the earth and each other as beloved by God. 
We turn to complete the circle and to look: to God who cleanses our Earth with snow, wind, fire and rain; to Jesus Christ who fills us with the wideness of mercy and lovingly embraces us all, And to the Holy Spirit who inspires us. 
Amen. 
Source:   https://www.councilofchurches.ca/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/Resources%20for%20March%2021%20International%20Day%20for%20the%20Elimination%20of%20Racial%20Reconciliation%20(2008).pdf

A Prayer for Justice and Reconciliation                                      (Group divides, repeats petitions alternately and all say italicized words) 
For your household with its blessed diversity of races and ethnicities,                                          We give thanks, O God. 
For your presence with those who suffer the pain of oppression because of racism,                We pray, O God. 
For the courage and commitment of those who challenge injustice,                                            We give thanks, O God. 
For your forgiveness for our denial and apathy when we have cooperated                                       with powers of dominance and discrimination,                                                                                  We pray, O God. 
For ears to hear stereotyping in church and community, and the courage to name it,                   We pray, O God. 
For eyes to see exclusion in our lives and churches and for resolve to confront it,                        We pray, O God. 
For minds to address what the conscience knows,                                                                             We pray, O God. 
For hearts freed of cynicism and despair and renewed with hope,                                                We pray, O God. 
For faith that acts on the certainty of your love for us and on your desire                                 that we honour our differences and live in harmony,
We pray, O God. 
We pray in fellowship with those from this time and beyond time who have witnessed to your call to community. We covenant with you and each other to be your instruments of justice and reconciliation in this time and in this place. In the name of Christ, who is loving , just, and forgiving , we offer our prayer. Amen. 
Mary S. Webber, Dismantling Racism: The Task of the People of God Leaders Manual (St. Louis: January, 1993); original, “Litany for Racial Justice” adapted by Ronice Branding, with permission.
Taken from: Fulfilling the Dream, Ronice Branding, Chalice Press, 1995. 

A Litany: A Commitment to Action
Let us affirm together:
· WE pledge to examine our own biases and positions of privilege through self-reflection, and earnestly work to resolve them.
· WE pledge to live by compassion and be consciously inclusive of all individuals.
· WE pledge to affirm the value of diversity.
· WE pledge to promote understanding, inclusion, and mutual respect, and thus build community within all races, ethnicities and cultures.
· WE pledge to transform our institutions into authentically anti-racist and anti-oppressive communities of action.
· WE pledge to advocate for justice, demand equal opportunity for all and so help create a beloved community for everyone to share.

Closing Prayer
Good and gracious God,
Who loves and delights in all people,
we stand in awe before You,
knowing that the spark of life within each person on earth                                                                is the spark of your divine life.
Differences among cultures and races are multicoloured manifestations of Your Light.
May our hearts and minds be open to celebrate similarities and differences among our sisters and brothers.
We place our hopes for racial harmony in our committed action and in Your Presence in our Neighbour.
May all peoples live in Peace.
AMEN.
Or
O God of mercy, compassion and infinite love be with us on this difficult journey to uproot racism in our personal lives and that of our communities. Give us courage to stay in the struggle when what is revealed to us may be embarrassing and discouraging. We know that you bless our efforts for change. Encourage us to look deeply at our complicity knowing that with your grace we can overcome all obstacles. 
Good and gracious God, source of all life,
all creation is charged with your Divine Energy Grant us the strength and courage, we pray for a radical transformation of our own lives and a deeper realization of your desires for us. Amen.
Communal Reflection Questions
1. How can we reach out beyond our level of comfort to meet and learn about others, hear their stories and be open to their full humanity?

2. What kind of projects can we identify that bring together different individuals, schools, parishes, small groups and / or communities to work together on an issue?

3. What questions can we begin to ask and how can we examine the policies of our local, national and international community to make sure they do not discriminate against minorities and others that have not enjoyed full citizenship in some way?

4. How can we bring diversity and respect for others into our prayers, our worship celebrations and our holy days and holidays?
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